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1. Summary  

 

1.1 The programme of meetings for the London Assembly and its committees is submitted to the 

Assembly’s Annual Meeting each year for agreement. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 

 
2.1 That, subject to decisions taken under Item 7 on the agenda for this meeting, the 

timetable of London Assembly and committee meetings for the 2016/17 year, as attached 

at Appendix 1 to the report, be agreed and that meeting slots be allocated to the 

committees and bodies established under Item 7 as appropriate.  

 

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 A copy of the draft timetable of Assembly and committee meetings for 2016/17 is attached at 

Appendix 1. The timetable was agreed in principle by the GLA Oversight Committee at its meeting 

on 25 November 2015 and is now presented to the Assembly for approval. 

3.2 The draft timetable has been subject to consultation within the Greater London Authority and with 

the Functional Bodies.  In addition, the Mayor’s Office has been consulted on the dates of Mayor’s 

Question Time (MQT) meetings.   

3.3 The timetable avoids where possible scheduling meetings to coincide with school holidays, party 

conferences and significant religious holidays.  

3.4 At the meeting of the former Business Management and Administration Committee (predecessor of 

the GLA Oversight Committee) held on 9 February 2005, it was agreed that, if during the year a 

committee modified its approved work programme and/or number of meetings in response to 

topical events, and an ad hoc extra meeting was called for, that would be permitted if the Members 

of the committee concerned agreed; if two or more Members of that committee did not agree to a 



        

proposal for an extra meeting, the matter would be referred to the GLA Oversight Committee for 

determination (noting that the Chair of the GLA Oversight Committee continues to have delegated 

authority from the Assembly to determine requests for additional committee meetings). 

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 The total number of meeting slots set out in the timetable is 133.  

 

4.2 Slots have been identified for London Assembly Mayor’s Question Time (MQT) and Plenary 

meetings, Audit Panel and Police and Crime Committee meetings.  As the first meeting of the 

Assembly’s business management committee establishes budgets for Groups, a meeting of the GLA 

Oversight Committee or its successor to take place as soon as possible after the Annual Meeting is 

also identified. 

 

4.3 In order not to make assumptions about the committee structure for 2016/17 the calendar includes 

generic slots for Assembly committees without specifying dates for particular committees. However, 

there are a similar number of meeting slots to previous years (with some slots available in late March 

and April 2017, unlike in the previous three years which included pre-election periods at that time of 

year).   

   

4.4 The total number of slots in the timetable is made up of the following: 

 Assembly MQT - 10 

 Assembly Plenary (including Annual Meeting) - 9 

 Audit Panel - 4 

 Confirmation Hearings Committee - 6  

 Police and Crime Committee - 19 

 Other committees - 85 

 

4.5 Since the draft timetable was agreed in principle by the GLA Oversight Committee in November 

2015, a number of additional meetings slots have been added to the timetable to allow for increased 

flexibility in scheduling committee meetings across the year.  The additional meetings are partially 

accounted for by provision for meetings of the Confirmation Hearings Committee during May and 

June, in anticipation that the Assembly may wish to exercise its statutory powers in relation to 

holding confirmation hearings for any relevant appointments proposed by the Mayor during this 

period. However, these will be formally scheduled as and when required and other further dates can 

be set throughout the year as necessary. 

 

4.6 As in the previous few years, nine Plenary meetings are provided for rather than ten, as October is 

especially congested given the party conference season and the half term school holiday. 

 

4.7 The Police and Crime Committee has previously met twice a month, but the timing of the Annual 

Meeting makes it impractical to schedule more than one meeting in May 2016.  There is, however, 

scope to schedule a meeting in April 2017 should the Committee wish to have 20 meetings over the 

year.  The Committee’s meeting originally planned for 23 June 2016 has been moved to 29 June 

2016 to avoid a clash with the European Union referendum. 



        

4.8 It is proposed that the first Mayor’s Question Time of the Assembly Year be held on Wednesday 

25 May. This would result in the following timetable: 

 

- Standing Orders deadline for publication of the Mayor’s Report – Wednesday 11 May; 

- Standing Orders deadline for questions to the Mayor – Monday 16 May ; 

- Standing Orders deadline for the provision of priority questions to be answered orally by the 

Mayor at the Mayor’s Question Time meeting: Tuesday 17 May; 

- Agenda to be published (statutory deadline); Tuesday 17 May; and 

- Statutory deadline for written answers from Mayor; Tuesday 31 May (a day later than usual 

due to the intervening bank holiday). 

 

4.9 As in previous years, all Members will be given the opportunity to have calendar invitations to all 

meetings and committee pre-meetings added to their electronic diaries. 

 

4.10 The procedure for calling additional meetings is referred to in paragraph 3.4 above.  Committees 

may decide to use slots identified on the timetable for informal meetings or site visits subject to 

agreement on the relevant committee’s work programme. 

 

4.11 The Assembly is requested, subject to decisions taken under Item 7 on the agenda, to agree the 

timetable of meetings for 2016/17  attached at Appendix 1, and to allocate meeting slots be 

allocated to the committees and bodies established under Item 7 as appropriate. 

  

 

5.  Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Assembly has the power to do what is recommended in this report.  

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report.  

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report:  

Appendix 1 - Draft Committee Timetable for 2016/17 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: None 

 

Contact Officer: Ed Williams, Head of Committee and Member Services 

Telephone: 020 7983 4439 

E-mail: ed.williams@london.gov.uk  
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